Protein blotting: ten years on.
Protein blotting was originally described in 1979 as an outgrowth of nucleic acid techniques, and received its commonly used designation of 'Western' blotting in 1981. The use of the technique to render electrophoresed proteins accessible for further analysis has found many roles, the most prominent being subsequent reaction with antibodies or antisera, which has many clinical and research applications. Since the initial development of the system there have been many changes to the techniques involved, but the basic principles remain unaltered. This review discusses these changes, and also provides a summary of current techniques.